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International Society of Nephrology
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF NEPHROLOGY
In 1956, Jean Hamburger, of the HOpital Necker in Paris,
thought that the time had come to establish an international
network of those interested in kidney function and disease. Up
until then, international relations based on the exchange of
scientific information existed only on a personal level. It was
becoming increasingly obvious that the study of renal function
and disease incorporated various fields of physiology and
metabolism, while the recent introduction of renal biopsies and
dialysis had revived interest in renal pathology and pathophys-
iological mechanisms. New discoveries in the immunology of
glomerulonephritis and renal transplantation were being made.
Dr. Hamburger began organizing a world-wide joint venture to
create a way to share the burgeoning wealth of information. It
was Dr. Hamburger who coined the word "nephrology."
The first Congress
With a few of his colleagues, including Rene S. Mach, Jean
Cottet, A.M. Joekes, Claus Brun, H, Sane and Gabriel Richet,
Jean Hamburger organized an International Congress in
Nephrology. Held in Geneva and Evian in 1960, 400 partici-
pants attended. The entire Congress was funded by the "Soci-
ete des Eaux d'Evian."
The new topics which were presented included: tubular
regulation of water; sodium and potassium excretion; renal
blood flow in acute renal failure; the morphological basis of
ultrafiltration; the first complete description of mesangial cells;
the medullary circulation; tubular acidosis; Heymann nephritis;
endemic Balkan nephritis; and reports of the first patients
successfully treated with chronic dialysis, and the results of
kidney transplantation from non-identical donors.
In Evian, the most eminent of the invited academic guests
joined the Congress Organizing Committee in a meeting which
became the Founding Assembly of the International Society of
Nephrology. It started, and has continued, to provide an
international forum for a multidisciplinary and biologically
oriented branch of medicine.
Jean Hamburger became Founder President and Jean Louis
Funck Brentano, the Secretary General. At this time, the ISN
was just a concept as it had no financial means to even bring its
officers together for deliberations on the direction the Society
should take.
Successive Presidents of the ISN were: Claus Brun (Copen-
hagen 63—66), John P. Merrill (Boston 66—69), Hugh de War-
dener (London 69—72), Priscilla Kincaid-Smith (Melbourne 72—
75), Nils Alwall (Lund 75—78), George Schreiner, Sr.
(Washington, D.C. 78—81), Gabriel Richet (Paris 81—84), Donald
Seldin (Dallas 84—87), and Klaus Thurau (Munich 87—90). By
their individual contributions, they have nurtured and guided
the Society to take its place among the most prominent medical
specialty societies of our time.
The Constitutions
The first Constitution was registered in Paris as an "Associ-
ation Internationale" (Prefecture de Police, May 1962), and
appeared in the first issue of Nephron (1:65—72, 1964). Although
details concerning registration to the ISN were nebulous and
restricted the growth of the Society, the ISN slowly expanded.
In the beginning, it was not easy to operate a society which was
so poor that the officers could only meet at the time of each
Congress—every three years.
Through different circumstances, by the end of the 1960's it
was evident that the rules and By-Laws of the ISN must be
changed so the Society could achieve the goals it now wished to
pursue.
A second Constitution was written after long discussion. Two
ad hoc committees, one in Europe and one in the United States,
submitted their suggestions to the Council, who presented them
to the General Assembly. The new Constitution was finally
adopted in 1978 at the Congress in Montreal. It was published in
Kidney International 13:259—262, 1978, and was registered in
the United States. The Constitution now acts as a watchdog for
the scientific, multidisciplinary and internationally balanced
activities of the ISN. in particular, it specifies that membership
in the Society is coupled with a subscription to Kidney Inter-
national.
According to the present Constitution, the Society is now
governed by rather strict formalities. The President is chairman
of an Executive Committee, which is comprised of the Presi-
dent-Elect, Vice President, Secretary General, Treasurer, and
the Editor-In-Chief of Kidney International. For business af-
fairs, there is a Management Committee which includes the
Officers, minus the Past-President, and two representatives of
the Council. Twenty-two members elected by the General
Assembly comprise the Council. A Nominating Committee
draws up a list from the membership which maintains the
scientific and geographical balance, and it is voted upon by the
General Assembly at each Congress. Generally, the Executive
and Management Committees meet twice yearly.
The Congresses
In Evian, it was unanimously agreed that there should be an
International Congress every three years. After Evian the
Congresses were held in Prague (Congress President, J. Brod),
Washington, D.C. (R. Berliner), Stockholm (N. AIwall), Mex-
ico City (H. Villarreal), Florence (E. Fiashi), Montreal (G.
Lemieux), Athens (P. Metaxas), Los Angeles (N. Bricker) and
London (S. Cameron). The next Congress will take place in
Tokyo in July of 1990 (Congress President, Kenzo Oshima).
The rules governing the selection of a venue for each Con-
gress are now well established. Candidate countries must
938
International Society of Nephrology 939
submit their plans six years in advance. Their submissions are
discussed by the Council and the decision made by ballot. The
texts of the papers which have been presented appear in the
Proceedings, which have been published at the time of each
Congress.
The relations between the local administration of the Con-
gress and the Society have changed with time. From 1960 to
1978 (Evian to Montreal), the Presidents of each Congress and
their Organizing Committees had to find their own financial
support and decide on the scientific content of the meeting. A
few organized an international scientific advisory committee to
help them. This policy was progressively changed. With the
Society's improved financial position, each Congress, begin-
ning with Athens, has been organized as a joint venture
between the Society and the local organizers. It must be
emphasized that the ISN owes a great deal to the organizing
committees of the early Congresses, as those events were the
main perceptible sign of the Society's existence.
The Journals of the ISN
After much debate following the Evian meeting, it was
decided to create ajournal entitled Nephron. Many members of
the Council disagreed with this risky venture coupled with the
birth of a new Society. The publisher could only be shown a list
of negatives: no money, no support from the renal community,
no "captive" subscribers, and no firm ideas about the future of
nephrology. The publisher proposed a contract which neatly
encompassed the Society's weak points and the first editorial
team, being commercially naive, signed the contract. Neph-
ron's first co-editors were George Schreiner, Sr. and Gabriel
Richet. Assistant Editor, Jean Dormont, also carried a bulk of
the burden of the journal.
Nephron was not as successful as it might have been for a few
reasons. First, there was no attempt to couple registration to
the Society with subscription to the Journal. Second, there
were many difficulties inherent in having a twin-headed editorial
management. Its principal weakness, however, was the few
contributions from the American nephrological establishment.
Nevertheless, the journal grew slowly, and by the end of the
first contract its circulation exceeded two thousand.
As the end of the contract was approaching, then President
Hugh de Wardener was preoccupied about the future of both
Nephron and the financial policy of the Society. S. Karger, the
publisher, was responsible for collecting the membership dues
and was thus acting as a de facto manager of the Society.
Moreover, the initial contract specified a minimal control of the
management of the journal, particularly on the financial returns.
After attempting to renegotiate the contract, President de
Wardener decided not to renew it, though he was well aware
that the title belonged to S. Karger and would be lost. From
January 1, 1972, Nephron continued its existence as a propria-
tary venture with no relationship with the International Society
of Nephrology.
During the spring of 1971, when the contract with Karger
ended, Hugh de Wardener, with the help of Treasurer Neil
Bricker, recruited Roscoe R. Robinson as Editor-In-Chief, with
two Assistant Editors, Craig C. Tisher and Claude Amiel. A
contract was signed with Springer-Verlag Publishers in New
York, the second largest publisher of scientific books and
journals in the world. In January 1972 the first issue of Kidney
International was presented to the nephrological community.
Under the editorship of Roscoe R. Robinson, and twelve
years later that of Thomas E. Andreoli, the circulation in-
creased from 2420 in 1972 to 8076 in 1989, as has the number of
pages for publication of original manuscripts—from 783 in 1972
to 1906 in 1984 and 2684 in 1989. The primary reason for its
continued success has been the standard of scientific excellence
of the papers which have been submitted by the world-wide
nephrological community.
The Treasurer's Office
For about ten years, when the annual dues were collected by
the publisher of Nephron, the Society functioned without
funds. As the ISN membership grew and profits from the
publication of Kidney International increased, the Executive
Committee required, in 1978, an annual financial audit. As the
Society is recognized by the Department of Treasury as a
non-profit and tax free organization, such a demand would have
to have been imposed by Federal Regulation. By 1981, the
financial reserves enabled the Society to initiate an Educational
Program.
The Treasurer is responsible for collecting the annual mem-
bership dues, and maintaining the membership lists and mail
ballots. This international network is updated constantly. At
present, the Treasurer can serve for three terms.
The Secretary General's Office
The ISN has been fortunate in that each Secretary General
has also served three full terms. The role of the Secretary
General is critical in that it encompasses the history of ISN
decisions, and the maintainence of a relationship to the national
renal societies and the individual members. It is the Secretary
General who must act as a human clearing house for difficulties
arising in the constituency, and present the problems to the
Executive or Management Committees for action.
In 1981, the Secretary General became the implementor of
the ISN Educational Program.
The Educational Program
The first Constitution included a statement of purpose that
the operation of an international educational program shall be
one of the main goals of the Society. The Society had been
loosely involved in educational activities, but was hampered by
lack of financial resources. It would give moral encouragement
and official recognition to local initiatives linked to a Congress
but did not have any role in their organization or program.
By the seventies, however, the Society had begun to support
the Organizing Committee of the Congresses with an interest-
free loan to help upgrade the scientific aspects of the meetings.
This "seed money" was paid back to the Society at some time
after the Congress. There is also a plan where young nephrol-
ogists can apply for travel money to the Congress, particularly
if their paper has been accepted for presentation.
More recently, the ISN has established other Educational
Programs. They include: postgraduate courses in countries
where academic medicine and economic circumstances do not
permit a fully developed postgraduate education; study fellow-
ships for young nephrologists of developing countries; pro-
longed visits by nephrology professors; advanced symposia for
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established nephrologists; and sponsorship and financial sup-
port for important international symposia organized by local
initiatives.
Conclusion
In the 29 years since its modest beginning as an idea of Jean
Hamburger and colleagues, the International Society of
Nephrology has grown in membership and prestige. The Soci-
ety publishes the foremost scientific journal on the treatment of
renal disease, Kidney International. Its Congresses are at-
tended by clinicians, and research scientists from all over the
world. The Educational Programs initiated by the Society serve
to increase the quality of medical practice in Third World
countries by underwriting the education of young nephrolo-
gists, and promotes the sharing of a wealth of information
through its support of national and international symposia.
Clearly, the Society's heroic period is over. Lucky were
those who helped it blossom. "Beau comme un souvenir de
jeunesse!"
* * *
ISN Nominating Committee
GABRIEL RICHET
Paris, France
The following three individuals were elected by mail ballot of
the membership to serve on the 1990—93 ISN Nominating
Committee: K.S. Chugh (India), C. Ypersele (Belgium), and
D.Z. Levine (Canada). The composition of the final Committee
will now include these three individuals plus the eight members
who were appointed earlier by President-Elect Robinson: S.
Klahr, Chairman (USA); T. Ferris (USA), J. Weisinger (Vene-
zuela), P. Verroust (France), G. Remuzzi (Italy), S. Sibernagi
(Federal Republic of Germany), K. Kurokawa (Japan), and J.
Whitworth (Australia). The Committee's first organizational
meeting will be held during the 1990 Congress in Tokyo.
ISN Sponsorship of Meetings
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encourages
the organizers of scientific symposia, workshops, and confer-
ences held independently of the International Congress of
Nephrology to apply to hold these meetings under the auspices
of ISN.
In general, such an arrangement does not include an offer of
financial support on the part of ISN. In special cases, however,
the Society may be able to offer seed money.
Organizers who wish to apply to hold their meetings under
the auspices of the Society should include the following infor-
mation in their applications:
1. Topic and purpose of meeting.
2. Location and date of meeting.
3. Names of members of scientific organizing committee.
4. Names of co-sponsors and sources of financial support.
5. Names and topics of invited speakers.
6. Statement regarding whether or not free communications
will be sought.
Applications will not be accepted from organizers of regu-
larly, or routinely, scheduled regional, national, or international
meetings.
Applicants should be submitted to Dr. Claude Amiel, Secre-
tary General, ISN, Department de Physiologie, 16, rue Henri-
Huchard, 75018 Paris, France.
Publications and announcements of meetings held under
ISN's auspices should include the statement of acknowledge-
ment: ". . .was held under the auspices of the International
Society of Nephrology."
Membership
Any member of a national society of nephrology is eligible for
proposal to membership in the International Society of Nephro-
logy and receipt of the Society's official Journal, Kidney Inter-
national. A subscription to Kidney International (including all
Supplements) for calendar year 1989 is included in the annual
1989 dues of US $100.00. Potential members can secure appli-
cation forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. Robert
W. Schrier, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,
Department of Medicine, University of Colorado Medical Cen-
ter, 4200 East Ninth Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80262, USA.
The completed application form must be signed by two spon-
sors who are current Fellow members of the ISN and then
returned to Dr. Schner along with a check or money order for
the first year's dues of $100.00. (Checks should be made
payable to the International Society of Nephrology. Checks
from outside the USA can be paid through any United States
bank.)
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduate
courses, or workshops by the International Society of
Nephrology
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encourages
the organizers of scientific symposia, postgraduate courses, or
workshops to apply to the Society for sponsorship. ISN spon-
sorship will provide: (1) use of the Society's name as a sponsor
or co-sponsor; (2) announcement of the meeting in Kidney
International, contingent upon the receipt of written informa-
tion in the Editorial office at least 6 months in advance of the
meeting; (3) the possibility of partial financial support. Appli-
cations must include the following information: (1) the topic,
purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the names and
titles of the members of the scientific organizing committee; (3)
a list of all co-sponsoring institutions, if any, and sources of
financial support; (4) the total revenue and expense budget for
the proposed meeting, by major category; (5) the names and
institutions of origin of all invited speakers, and their topics; (6)
a statement as to whether manuscripts will be solicited from
invited speakers, or free communications sought from others;
(7) an expression of willingness to include the following ac-
knowledgment on all publications: ". . . was held under the
auspices of the International Society of Nephrology."
These guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia to be held
in close proximity to a triennial Congress. Furthermore, the
ISN will not sponsor or co-sponsor any regularly scheduled or
routine international, national, or regional meeting, nor will it
co-sponsor postgraduate courses with other international soci-
eties or groups.
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Applications for sponsorship must be submitted directly to
Dr. Klaus Thurau, President, International Society of Nephrol-
ogy, Department of Physiology, University of Munich, 12 Petten-
koferstrasse, 8000 Munich 2, Federal Republic of Germany.
Supplements to Kidney International
Limited funds are available for the partial financial support of
the direct cost of publication of the proceedings of meetings to
be published as Supplements to Kidney International. Individ-
ual awards cannot exceed US $5,000.Application must be made
to the Editor; it must include the date and place of the proposed
meeting, a list of other sponsors, a final program (including
speakers), an estimate of the number and length of manuscripts,
and an expression of willingness to participate in the editorial
process, including the submission of manuscripts to a modified
form of peer review.
ISN Archive
Dr. Carl Gottschalk has accepted the responsibility to estab-
lish an Archive of the International Society of Nephrology. The
Archive will consist of photographs, announcements, activities,
and names of Council Members and Officers of the Society.
Relevant information, documents, or photographs that are
pertinent to the development and evolution of the ISN will be
assembled in the Archive.
Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney International
having such material are requested to forward it to Dr. Gottschalk
at the following address: Carl W. Gottschalk, M.D., Depart-
ment of Medicine 226-H, University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, North Carolina 27514 USA.
MEETINGS
The 8th Congress of the International Society for Laser
Surgery and Medicine will be held on November 4—7, 1989 in
Taipei, R.O.C. The scientific program will include special
lectures, relevant symposia and the presentation of free papers,
new instrumentation, and advanced technology. For further
information contact, The 8th Congress of the International
Society for Laser Surgery and Medicine, do National Taiwan
University Hospital, No. I Chang. Te Street, Taipei, R.O.C.
Telephone: (02) 3123456-2267.
The Second Congress of the Pan American Society of Dial-
ysis and Transplantation will be held in San Juan, Puerto Rico
on November 15—19, 1989. For further information, contact
Congress Secretariat, Second Pan American Congress of Dial-
ysis and Transplantation, GPO Box 2403, San Juan, Puerto
Rico 00936, USA.
The Eighth Asian Colloquium in Nephrology will be held in
Jakarta on November 17—21, 1989. For further information,
contact R.P. Sidabutar, M.D., Division of Nephrology and
Hypertension, Department of Medicine, University of Indone-
sia, Cipto Mangunkusumo General Hospital, Diponegoro 71,
Jakarta 10430, Indonesia.
Prevention in Nephrology, an international congress, will be
held on November 24—25, 1989 in Antwerp, Belgium. Topics
will include: concept of renal reserve, diabetic nephropathy,
ACE-inhibitors, bone disease in renal failure, analgesic
nephropathy, aminoglycoside nephrotoxicity, progressive renal
failure and lead nephropathy. For further information, contact
Diane Kint, Department of Nephrology-Hypertension, Univer-
sity Hospital Antwerp, Wilrijkstraat 10, B-2520 Edegem, Bel-
gium. Telephone: 3/829.11.11—ext. 1452; FAX 3/829.05.20.
The 2nd Berliner Dialyse-Seminar will be held on November
24—25, 1989, in Berlin, Federal Republic of Germany. The main
purpose of the meeting is to provide basic knowledge on the
entire field of renal replacement therapy. There will be only
invited lectures. For further information please write: Prof. Dr.
Klaus Schaefer, St. Joseph-Krankenhaus I-Med. Abt. II, Bäu-
merplan 24, 1000 Berlin 42, Federal Republic of Germany.
The Second International Conference on Systemic Lupus
Erythematosus will be held November 26—30, 1989 in Singa-
pore. For further information, contact Dr. P.H. Feng, Second
International Conference on SLE, c/o Department of Medicine
IV, Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Moulmein Road, Songapore 1130.
The American Society of Nephrology Annual Meeting will be
held on December 3—6, 1989 at the Sheraton Washington Hotel
in Washington, D.C., USA. For further information contact the
American Society of Nephrology, Suite 700, 1101 Connecticut
Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, USA. Telephone:
(202) 857-1190.
Forefronts in Nephrology—
Optical Techniques Applicable to Renal Research
Optical Techniques Applicable to Renal Research is the fifth
in the Forefronts in Nephrology series, sponsored by the
International Society of Nephrology. It will be held on January
7—10, 1990 in Scottsdale, Arizona, USA. Invited lecturers will
discuss receptor-ligand sorting, high resolution video micros-
copy, multiple indicator fluorescence microscopy, distribution
and sorting of intracellular lipids, confocal microscopy, and
three dimensional reconstruction of cells and organelles. The
number of participants will be limited to 60, with priority for
acceptance given to young investigators working with optical
methods. To apply for attendance and travel awards, send a
curriculum vitae with a brief cover letter indicating your present
interest in these approaches to Kenneth R. Spring, NIH,
Building 10/6N307, Bethesda, Maryland 20892, USA.
The Finlayson Colloquium on Urolithiasis will be held in
Gainesville, Florida on April 22—24, 1990. This research sym-
posium is in honor of the late Birdwell Finlayson, M.D., Ph.D.
For details, contact Ms. Heike Charest, University of Florida,
Division of Urology, JHMHC Box J-247, Gainesville, Florida
32610, USA. Telephone (904) 392-2576.
The 3rd International Meeting on "Current Therapy in
Nephrology" will be held in Sorrento, Italy on May 27—30,
1990. Topics will include: coagulation and anticoagulant ther-
apy in glomerulonephritis, therapy of nephrotic syndrome,
treatment of hypertension, experimental nephritides, cellular
immunity, diabetes and the kidney, dialysis in children, new
techniques in hemodialysis and CAPD, HLA and transplanta-
tion, transplant rejection, and non-invasive diagnosis of rejec-
tion and xenotransplantation. For further information, contact
Professor Antonio Dal Canton, M.D., Department of Nephrol-
ogy, 2nd Faculty of Medicine, Via S. Pansini 5, 80131, Napoli,
